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[57] Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent a discharge lamp from its bum-out and miniaturize component 

elements of a lighting device and enhance reliability by raising the output voltage 

of a chopper circuit when lamp voltage is found to be raised according to the 

output of a lamp voltage detecting circuit. CONSTITUTION: During normal lighting of 

a discharge lamp at which lamp voltage VLA is low, a voltage at the connecting 

point of a diode D^and a condensor C^' is lower than a reference voltage 

V^^^nd hence the output of a comparator IC^is at low level and a transistor 

Q^is off. Therefore a voltage obtained by division of a chopper output voltage 

VDC is sent to a control circuit 4 and the voltage VDC is set at a voUage . 

When the voltage VLA is raised and a voltage at the positive input terminal of the 

comparator IC^is raised to above the reference voltage V^^of the negative 

input terminal of the comparator IC^, the output of the comparator IC^is set to 

high level and the transistor Q^is kept turned on. Thereby a resistance R^^is 

connected in parallel to a resistance Rj^and the voltage input to the control 

circuit 4 is lowered. The voltage VDC is thus heightened to a voltage V^. 
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